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The term ‘Special Educational Needs’ is used to describe learning difficulties or disabilities that make it harder for children to learn than most children of the same age. Children with Special Educational Needs (SEN) are likely to need extra help or support with their learning and development. This support is known as special educational provision. Children are not considered to have SEN just because their first language is not English, although some children for whom English is not a second language may also have learning difficulties.
Children may have difficulties in one or more areas in their development which they might need support with. Some of the examples are below to help you recognise any needs that your child might need support with:
· Thinking, understanding and learning
· Emotional and behavioural difficulties
· Speech, language and communication
· Physical or sensory difficulties

At Whipperley nursery we follow the SEN provision for any child who has additional needs in our setting. This is all about providing every child with the best possibility to succeed in their learning and development. For each child we use different strategies based on their needs and how the child learns best to reach their full potential. We use the SEN observation pack and the SEN tracker to assess the child’s need and use IEP’s (individual educational plans) or activity charts to plan activities to support the children with their learning and development.
If you are worried about any aspect of your child’s development or learning, talk to your child’s setting, the SENCO (Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator), manager or any other professional working with your child.
